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MILLE LACS BAND OF CHIPPEWA INDIANS

Executive Branch of Tribal Government

The Honorable Jesse Ventura
130 Capitol Building

75 Constitution Avenue

St. Paul, MN 55155

PDear Governor Ventura:
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the latest targets for your verbal body slam. But your rejection of our legal battle, our
heritage, and our sovercignty soemed ially ill-timed. Your harsh wards opéned old
wmmdsplthevayﬂ:mwhmwe be working together to heal them.
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instead of making comients iménded to divide and inflame. - e
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Governor Ventura
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You could start by leaming something about o1y People. In the newspaper, you were
quoted as asking, “What's the definition of a sovereign nation?”" Here's the answer: A
sovereign nation has the authority to govern its own temitoey and its own affairs.
Sovercignty has helped the Mille Lacs Band do exactly what you say we should do — take
care of our own. We have provided homes, education, health care, and opportunities to
our People.

But sovereignty is not the same as self-sufficiency. To become totally self-sufficient —
and that is our goal — the Mille Lacs Band and other American Indians nust overcome '
centuries of neglect and out-right abuse. Please understand that sovereignty is not a gift
ﬂw:ﬁncfedualgommandkiswﬁulymtagiﬁﬁuntheﬂmoﬂﬁm
Sovereignty is the inherent right of every American Indien tribal government. Itis a
mﬂeuimofmew_ﬁlﬁMmeﬁshndandgwmdmlm
tundreds of years arxived.

We will keep working toward our goals, and we hope that other Minnesotans who are
trying to improve their lives bold to their dreams as well. We hope, too, that you
lcarntofavmluhslﬂpmsw:g‘lim _

Sincerely,
Maige Anderson

Chief Executive



